EXECUTIVE ‘ORDER NUMBER 38

WHEREAS, State and local governments® information sharing needs, in the geospatia! data
technical environment, have grown considerably over the last several vears; and

WHEREAS, federal, state, and other governmental agencies, educational institutions, and
private industry have developed increasingly powerful computer systems designed to process and
analyze map and other spatial information, collectively called Geographic Information System (GIS)
technology; and

WHEREAS, the coordination, promotion, and facilitation of the development, effective use,
and sharing of geographic information, geospatial data, and the effective and efficient use of GIS and
related technologies in the State of Alabama to promote and assist in economic development can
have a long term economic benefit to the citizens of Alabama; and

WHEREAS, itis necessary to remove barriers to, and provide guidance in, development and
implementation of GIS technology to improve the delivery of emergency services, other public
services, reduce redundancy and duplication of effort,-manage and protect natural resources, and
provide for wise and coordinated planning activities related thereto; and

WHEREAS, it is to the benefit of the state, local governments, education entities,
nongovernmental organizations, businesses, and the citizens of Alabama to develop high-quality,
accurate framework geospatial data; and )

WHEREAS, State policymakers are increasingly called on to distinguish wants from needs,
and to judge what-the State can afford, both now and in the longer term; and

WHEREAS, State policymakers also face a world in which local, regional, and state
boundaries are becoming less relevant when addressing a large range of issues; and

WHEREAS, In the process of making the difficult decisions required by these challenges,
it is essential that policymakers are able to choose programs backed by solid strategic planning,
technical evaluation, and that provide measurable results for the taxpayers of Alabama; and

WHEREAS, GIS technology can be used strategically as a management information and

. decision making tool in such areas as water resources, air resources, agricultural resources, energy

resources, cultural resources, land resources, mineral resources, environmental management,

forestry, geology, health, local government, planning, public safety, criminal justice, social services,
transportation, utilities, waste management, homeland security, and wildlife; and

WHEREAS, Research has shown that states with the most successful GIS coordination
programs universally have a strong state-level oversight body; and

WHEREAS, Statewide GIS resowrce coordination fosters a performance-based and
results-oriented environment that directly serves several of the six top priorities established as part
of the SMART Budgeting initiative,;






